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DESCRIPTION 

The GIUH is a consolidated group of researchers, 

with extensive expertise in collective health, social 

determinants of health, and environmental health/

urban planning/housing, and with a long itinerary in 

research through national and international groups. 

The main objectives of the group are to deepen the 

knowledge of health and the determinants of health 

in urban areas, as well as to analyze their unequal 

distribution in population groups. In addition, it seeks 

to assess the impact of policies aimed at redu-

cing health inequalities. Thus, the group’s activity 

is located in the field of social and environmental 

epidemiology, where it works to make visible both 

inequalities and their causes in the formulation of 

inequitable policies, looking for points of interven-

tion for action.

MAIN LINES OF RESEARCH

•	 Health effects and its determinants of diffe-

rent environmental factors such as air pollution, 

environmental noise, or climate change, as well as 

other characteristics of the urban environment. 

Dr. Laia Font, Marc Marí.

•	 The relationship between housing and health, 

such as the mechanisms and mediators between 

residential insecurity, energy poverty, and health, 

and evaluate housing policies, such as coope-

ratives in cession of use. Dr. Ana Novoa, Dr. Juli 

Carrere.

•	 Evaluation of health impacts of urban planning 

policies and other policies aimed at reducing 

air pollution and environmental noise (e.g. Eixos 

Verds, Protegim les escoles), including road sa-
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fety, as well as policies for mitigating and adap-

ting to climate change (e.g. climate shelters). Dr. 

Catherine Pérez, Dr. Anna Gómez.

•	 Evaluation of programs to promote equitable and 

healthy relationships on the reduction of gender 

violence and on improving the health of children, 

adolescents, and young people in schools from 

an intersectional perspective. Dr. Glòria Pérez, Dr. 

Olga Juárez.

•	 Inequality in the field of prevention (vaccines, 

early detection, etc.) and the promotion of health 

and well-being, and to develop and evaluate 

interventions aimed at preventing, and mitigating 

them. Dr. Èlia Diez.

•	 Evaluation of programs of community health imple-

mented at neighborhood level (within the framework 

of Barcelona Salut als Barris) aimed at reducing social 

inequalities in health and analyzing the mechanisms 

that influence the effectiveness of the programmes. 

Dr. Maribel Pasarin, Dr. Ferran Daban.

•	 Health effects of determinants to safe, healthy, 

and sustainable eating, and evaluate the results, 

consistency, and effectiveness of control and 

surveillance programs and interventions related 

to food and marketing, production, and con-

sumption environments. Dr. Maica Rodríguez, 

Samuel Portaña.

•	 Relationship between working conditions and 

health, including lack of access to work, job inse-

curity, or involuntary reduced working hours, and 

time poverty, among other situations. This line 

includes both paid work and unpaid domestic and 

care work Dr. Imma Cortés, Dr. Lucía Artazcoz.

•	 Some areas that are cross sectional to all areas 

such as social inequalities in health according to 

the different axes of inequality. It is the line with 

the longest trajectory, with the group having ex-

tensive experience in the in-depth study of heal-

th inequalities according to gender, social class, 

territory, age, and ethnicity, as well as the effect 

of the intersection between the different axes. 

It highlights the activity in deepening the social 

construction of social class, its measurement, and 

its impact on health and health inequalities. It also 

includes extensive experience in gender inequa-

lities in health and their intersection with social 

class. Dr. Borrell, Dr. Lucía Artazcoz.

SCIENTIFIC CHALLENGES

•	 Understanding and addressing health inequalities. 

The persistence of health inequalities based on 

various socio-demographic factors presents a 

scientific challenge. Effective interventions hinge 

upon a comprehensive understanding of the 

intricate interplay between social determinants of 

health and health outcomes.

•	 Harnessing digitalization, data accessibility, and 

big data analytics. The scientific community faces 

the challenge of leveraging digitalization and 

accessing vast datasets for meaningful analysis. 

Overcoming barriers to data accessibility, along 

with the development of sophisticated analytical 

tools, is imperative for extracting actionable insi-

ghts from the increasing volume of health data.

•	 Promoting multi-disciplinary collaboration in 

public health research. The complexity of pu-

blic health issues necessitates interdisciplinary 

collaboration to elucidate multifaceted challen-

ges. Bridging disciplinary divides and fostering 

collaboration across research groups are critical 

scientific endeavors for addressing the intricacies 

of public health challenges effectively.

•	 Translating research findings into practical 

solutions. One of the foremost scientific challen-

ges in public health research is the translation 

of empirical findings into tangible and effective 

interventions and policies. Bridging the gap be-

tween research and practice demands innovative 

strategies and robust implementation frameworks 

to ensure the seamless integration of eviden-

ce-based solutions into real-world settings.

•	 To develop protein nanopharmaceuticals for the 

activation of the immune system against can-

cer as a more effective nano-immuno-oncology 

approach more than current treatments.

ACTIVE GRANTS

•	 Diez David, Èlia. Efectividad de una intervención 

sobre la reticencia vacunal entre las enferme-

ras pediátricas y los pediatras: Un estudio de 

metodología mixta. PI21/01710. Instituto de 

Salud Carlos III (ISCIII). Duration: 2022-2024. 

141.570,00 €.

•	 Novoa Pardo, Ana. Impacto en salud y bienes-

tar de la vivienda cooperativa en cesión de uso. 
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PI18/01761. Instituto de Salud Carlos III (ISCIII). 

Duration: 2019-2023. 75.020,00 €.

•	 Perez Gonzalez, Catherine. Injury Survei-

llance System. Partnership for Healthy Ci-

ties. Non-competitive. Duration: 2022-2023. 

38.800,00 €.

GRANTS AWARDED

•	 Novoa Pardo, Ana & Perez Gonzalez, Catherine. 

INSeguridad residencial e infancia: impacto en 

salud y propuesta de abordajes para la Protec-

cIón y empodeRAmiento de la infancia afectada 

(INSPIRA). PI23/01634. Instituto de Salud Carlos 

III (ISCIII). Duration: 2024-2026. 140.000,00 €.

•	 Juarez Martinez, Olga & Perez Albarracin, Gloria. 

Evaluación de una estrategia de promoción de 

relaciones saludables i equitativas en el contexto 

escolar). PI23/01636. Instituto de Salud Carlos III 

(ISCIII). Duration: 2024-2026. 50.000,00 €.

DOCTORAL THESES DEFENDED 

•	 Forcadell i Díez, Lluís. Saludables i equitatives: 

disseny i avaluació d’intervencions socioeduca-

tives de promoció de les relacions saludables 

i equitatives en contextos d’educació formal. 

21/12/2023. Universitat Pompeu Fabra. Super-

visors: Pérez Albarracín, Glòria; Juárez Martínez, 

Olga. http://hdl.handle.net/10803/689857.

SCIENTIFIC PRODUCTION

•	 Arroyo P, Forcadell L, Abiétar DG, Juarez O, 

Sánchez F, López MJ, Vives C, Barbero BS, Pérez 

V, Albaladejo N, Perez G. Risk Factors For Cyber-

bullying Among Secondary Students in Urban 

Settings in Spain: A Cross-Sectional Study. Jour-

nal Of Technology In Behavioral Science. 2023. 

DOI:10.1007/s41347-023-00349-8. Document 

type: Article.

•	 Arias de la Torre J, Vilagut G, Ronaldson A, Val-

deras JM, Bakolis I, Dregan A, Molina AJ, Navarro 

F, Perez K, Bartoll X, Elices M, Perez V, Serrano A, 

Martin V, Alonso J. Reliability and cross-country 

equivalence of the 8-item version of the Patient 

Health Questionnaire (PHQ-8) for the assess-

ment of depression: results from 27 countries in 

Europe. Lancet Regional Health-Europe. 2023; 

31:100659. DOI:10.1016/j.lanepe.2023.100659. 

PMID:37332385. Document type: Article.

•	 Arias de la Torre J, Vilagut G, Ronaldson A, Bakolis 

I, Dregan A, Navarro-Mateu F, Pérez K, Szücs A, 

Bartoll-Roca X, Molina AJ, Elices M, Pérez-So-

lá V, Martín V, Serrano-Blanco A, Valderas JM, 

Alonso J. Reconsidering the Use of Population 

Health Surveys for Monitoring of Mental Heal-

th. JMIR Public Health Surveill. 2023; 9:e48138. 

DOI:10.2196/48138. PMID: 37995112. IF:8,500 

(Q1/1D). Document type: Article.

•	 Bartoll X, Palència L, Calvo MJ, Pérez K. Tenden-

cias y desigualdades en la esperanza de vida (en 

buena salud) por barrios durante la epidemia de 

COVID-19 en Barcelona. Gaceta Sanitaria. 2023; 

37:102267. DOI:10.1016/j.gaceta.2022.102267. 

PMID:36347169. IF:1,900 (Q3/8D). Document 

type: Article.

•	 Benavides FG, Borrell C. The need for universi-

ty links for public health professionals. Gaceta 

Sanitaria. 2023; 37:102308. DOI:10.1016/j.ga-

ceta.2023.102308. PMID:37285740. IF:1,900 

(Q3/8D). Document type: Article.

•	 Benitez D, González P, Gómez A, Marí M, Oli-

veras L. Association of drought conditions and 

heavy rainfalls with the quality of drinking water 

in Barcelona (2010-2022). Journal of Expo-

sure Science and Environmental Epidemiolo-

gy. 2023; DOI:10.1038/s41370-023-00611-4. 

PMID:38030824. IF:4,500 (Q1/2D). Document 

type: Article.

•	 Borrell C, Palència L, Marí M, Bartoll X, Gotsens M, 

Pasarín MI, Artazcoz L, Rodríguez M, López MJ, 

Pérez K. A City Surveillance System for Social 

Health Inequalities: The Case of Barcelona. Inter-

national Journal of Environmental Research and 

Public Health. 2023; 20(4):3536. DOI:10.3390/

ijerph20043536. PMID:36834231. IF:4,614 

(Q1/3D). Document type: Article.

•	 Borrell C. Health inequalities in Gaceta Sanita-

ria, from 1988 to 2022. Gaceta Sanitaria. 2023; 

37:102291. DOI:10.1016/j.gaceta.2023.102291. 

PMID:36806941. IF:1,900 (Q3/8D). Document 

type: Editorial Material.

•	 Canto MV, Guxens M, García A, López MJ, Marí 

M, García J, Ramis R. Air Pollution and Birth 

Outcomes: Health Impact and Economic Va-

lue Assessment in Spain. International Journal 

of Environmental Research and Public Health. 
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2023; 20(3):2290. DOI:10.3390/ijerph20032290. 

PMID:36767658. IF:4,614 (Q1/3D). Document 

type: Article.

•	 Continente X, Henderson E, López L, Fernán-

dez E, Tigova O, Semple S, O’Donnell R, Navas 

A, Cortés N, Ramírez N, Dobson R, López MJ, 

Castellano Y, Fu M, Ballbè M, Amalia B, Arecha-

vala T, Gallus S, Lugo A, Liu X, Borroni E, Stival C, 

Colombo P, Clancy L, Keogan S, Byrne H, Behra-

kis P, Tzortzi A, Vardavas C, Vyzikidou VK, Bakelas 

G, Mattiampa G, Boffi R, Ruprecht A, De Marco 

C, Borgini A, Veronese C, Bertoldi M, Tittarelli A, 

Gorini G, Carreras G, Cortini B, Verdi S, Lachi A, 

Chellini E, López Á, Trapero M, Celdrán D, Radu C, 

Nguyen D, Starchenko P, Soriano JB, Ancochea 

J, Alonso T, Pastor MT, Erro M, Roca A, Pérez P, 

Castillo EG, TackSHS I. Exposure to secondhand 

and thirdhand smoke in private vehicles: Measu-

rements in air and dust samples. ENVIRONMEN-

TAL RESEARCH. 2023; 235:116681. DOI:10.1016/j.

envres.2023.116681. PMID:37474087. IF:8,300 

(Q1/1D). Document type: Article.

•	 Daniel G Abiétar, Francesca Sánchez-Martínez, 

Olga Juárez, Sara Trujillo-Alemán, Lluís Forcade-

ll-Díez, Carmen Vives-Cases, Belén Sanz-Bar-

bero, Vanesa Pérez-Martínez, María José López, 

Maria del Carmen Davó-Blanes y Glòria Pérez. 

El efecto del capital social en la violencia en 

la pareja adolescente desde una perspecti-

va de interseccionalidad. Journal of Feminist, 

Gender and Women Studies. 2023; (14):16-38. 

DOI:10.15366/jfgws2023.14.002. Document 

type: Article.

•	 Díez J, Taulet G, Fontán M, González Y, Cereijo L, 

Sandín M, Rodríguez E, Franco M, Borrell C, Bilal 

U, Gullón P. Trends and determinants of social 

inequities in cardiovascular risk factors in Spain: 

a mixed-methods study. Gaceta Sanitaria. 2023; 

37:102298. DOI:10.1016/j.gaceta.2023.102298. 

PMID:37004266. IF:1,900 (Q3/8D). Document 

type: Article.

•	 Fernández S, Perez G, Piñero M, Reyes A, Pé-

rez K, Artazcoz L, Borrell C. Effect of COVID-19 

prevention as part of an urban renewal program-

me. PUBLIC HEALTH. 2023; 223DOI:10.1016/j.

puhe.2023.07.014. PMID:37666182. IF:5,200 

(Q1/2D). Document type: Article.

•	 Font L, Rico M, Marí M, Oliveras L, Trapero M, 

Pérez G, Valero N, Bartoll X, Realp E, Gómez A. 

Estimating ambient air pollution mortality and 

disease burden and its economic cost in Barcelo-

na. ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH. 2023; 216(Pt 

1):114485. DOI:10.1016/j.envres.2022.114485. 

PMID:36206924. IF:8,300 (Q1/1D). Document 

type: Article.

•	 Forcadell L, Bosch M, Espinel V, Abietar DG, 

Puig V, Martinez OJ, Perez G. An evaluation of 

teacher training to promote healthy and equita-

ble relationships: transforming or reproducing?. 

Gaceta Sanitaria. 2023; 37:102338. DOI:10.1016/j.

gaceta.2023.102338. PMID:38006665. IF:1,900 

(Q3/8D). Document type: Article.

•	 Forcadell L, Martinez OJ, Abiétar DG, López MJ, 

Sánchez F, Perez G. Healthy and Equitable Inter-

personal Relationships, Health Inequalities and 

Socio-Educational Interventions: A Conceptual 

Framework for Action. JOURNAL OF SCHOOL 

HEALTH. 2023; 93(6)DOI:10.1111/josh.13318. 

PMID:36917972. IF:2,200 (Q3/6D). Document 

type: Article.

•	 Forcadell L, Rius C, Salobral R, Sánchez N, Men-

dioroz J, Godoy P, Jarque EB, Ferrandiz D, Cervera 

DM, Suriñach BJ, Vilalta A, Guadalupe V, Basilio JM, 

Tapiol SF, Pérez G. A large outbreak of COVID-19 

linked to an end of term trip to Menorca (Spain) by 

secondary school students in summer 2021. PLoS 

One. 2023; 18(2):e0280614. DOI:10.1371/journal.

pone.0280614. PMID:36735702. IF:3,700 (Q2/4D). 

Document type: Article.

•	 Forcadell L, Sánchez N, Piñero M, Pila M, Reyes 

A, Salobral R, Olivella M, Fernández S, Pérez G. 

Germina: herramienta para la detección auto-

mática de agrupaciones de casos de  COVID-19. 

Gaceta Sanitaria. 2023; 37:102321. DOI:10.1016/j.

gaceta.2023.102321. PMID:37696159. IF:1,900 

(Q3/8D). Document type: Note.

•	 Gonzalez-Marin P, Vazquez-Vera H, López-Gay 

A, Peralta A, Solana-Solana M, Fernández A. 

Gentrification and its association with health 

inequalities in Barcelona (2011–2017). Frontiers 

in Environmental Health. 2023; (2). DOI:10.3389/

fenvh.2023.1202149. Document type: Article.

•	 Grau E, Suppi R, Rodríguez M, Serratosa J, 

Bolao A, Lundén J, Hau P, Melo de Vasconcelos 
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F, Åberg R, Blomgren C, Lambert M, Leppik K, 

Vågsholm I, Kautto AH, Lueckl J, Abeln S, Kam-

phausen R, Bammens E, Georgiades F, Alten-

burgs J, Portaña S. Digitalization and official food 

safety inspections at retail establishments. FOOD 

CONTROL. 2023; 154:109950. DOI:10.1016/j.foo-

dcont.2023.109950. IF:6,000 (Q1/2D). Document 

type: Article.

•	 Henderson E, Rodríguez LA, Continente X, Fer-

nández E, Tigova O, Cortés N, Semple S, Dobson 

R, Tzortzi A, Gorini G, Geshanova G, Mons U, 

Przewozniak K, Precioso J, Brad R, Castellano Y, 

Fu M, Ballbè M, Amalia B, López MJ, Arechavala 

T, Gallus S, Lugo A, Liu X, Borroni E, Colombo P, 

O’Donnell R, Clancy L, Keogan S, Byrne H, Be-

hrakis P, Vardavas C, Vyzikidou VK, Bakelas G, 

Mattiampa G, Boffi R, Ruprecht A, De Marco C, 

Borgini A, Veronese C, Bertoldi M, Tittarelli A, 

Carreras G, Cortini B, Verdi S, Lachi A, Chellini 

E, Nicolás ÁL, Trapero M, Guerrero DC, Radu C, 

Nguyen D, Starchenko P, Soriano JB, Ancochea 

J, Alonso T, Pastor MT, Erro M, Roca A, Pérez P, 

Castillo EG, the TackSHS project I. Measurement 

of airborne nicotine, as a marker of secondhand 

smoke exposure, in homes with residents who 

smoke in 9 European countries. ENVIRONMEN-

TAL RESEARCH. 2023; 219:115118. DOI:10.1016/j.

envres.2022.115118. PMID:36566961. IF:8,300 

(Q1/1D). Document type: Article.

•	 Londono C, Serral G, Díez J, Martínez A, Franco 

M, Artazcoz L, Ariza C. Retail Food Environment 

around Schools in Barcelona by Neighborhood 

Socioeconomic Status: Implications for Local 

Food Policy. International Journal of Environmen-

tal Research and Public Health. 2023; 20(1):649. 

DOI:10.3390/ijerph20010649. PMID:36612971. 

IF:4,614 (Q1/3D). Document type: Article.

•	 López N, Puig V, Vives A, Olave P, Gotsens M. 

Social inequalities in self-perceived health in 

Chile, does the urban environment matter?: a 

cross-sectional study. Archives of Public Heal-

th. 2023; 81(1):128. DOI:10.1186/s13690-023-

01136-w. PMID:37420299. IF:3,300 (Q2/5D). 

Document type: Article.

•	 Madrona R, Sanz B, Perez V, Abietar DG, Sán-

chez F, Forcadell L, Perez G, Vives C. Sexism 

and intimate partner violence in adolescents. 

Gaceta Sanitaria. 2023; 37:2221. DOI:10.1016/j.

gaceta.2022.02.0070213-9111. PMID:36113323. 

IF:1,900 (Q3/8D). Document type: Article.

•	 Martinez MA, Mari M, Sánchez N, Rodríguez M, 

Perez G, Pasarin MI, Rius C, Artazcoz L, Prieto R, 

Perez K, Borrell C. Socioeconomic inequalities in 

COVID-19 incidence during the first six waves 

in Barcelona. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 

EPIDEMIOLOGY. 2023; DOI:10.1093/ije/dyad105. 

PMID:37494962. IF:7,700 (Q1/1D). Document 

type: Article.

•	 Olivella M, García X, Bartroli M, Serral G, Pérez G. 

El uso problemático del teléfono móvil: aná-

lisis transversal del perfil individual y factores 

asociados. Revista Española de Salud Publica. 

2023; 97:e202305036. PMID:37132395. IF:1,100 

(Q4/10D). Document type: Article.

•	 Ortiz J, Carrere J, Salom J, Novoa AM. Energy 

consumption and indoor environmental quali-

ty evaluation of a cooperative housing nZEB in 

Mediterranean climate. BUILDING AND ENVI-

RONMENT. 2023; 228:109795. DOI:10.1016/j.buil-

denv.2022.109795. IF:7,400 (Q1/1D). Document 

type: Article.

•	 Pérez G, Bartroli M, Pasarín MI, Artazcoz L, 

Juárez O. Strategy for the promotion of equi-

table and healthy relationships in educational 

centers in Barcelona. Gaceta Sanitaria. 2023; 

37:102286. DOI:10.1016/j.gaceta.2022.102286. 

PMID:36645958. IF:1,900 (Q3/8D). Document 

type: Article.

•	 Pérez K, Santamariña E, Ferrando J, López MJ, 

Badiella L. Effectiveness of a Road Traffic Injury 

Prevention Intervention in Reducing Pedestrian 

Injuries, Barcelona, Spain, 2002-2019. AMERICAN 

JOURNAL OF PUBLIC HEALTH. 2023; 113(5)

DOI:10.2105/AJPH.2022.307216. PMID:36821808. 

IF:12,700 (Q1/1D). Document type: Article.

•	 Rocklöv J, Semenza JC, Dasgupta S, Robinson 

E, Abd El Wahed A, Alcayna T, Arnés C, Bailey M, 

Bärnighausen T, Bartumeus F, Borrell C, Bouwer 

LM, Bretonnière PA, Bunker A, Chavardes C, van 

KR, Encarnação J, González N, Guo J, Johnson K, 

Koopmans MPG, Máñez M, Michaelakis A, Mon-

talvo T, Omazic A, Palmer JRB, Preet R, Romanello 

M, Shafiul M, Sikkema RS, Terrado M, Treskova 

M, Urquiza D, IDAlert C, Lowe R. Decision-su-

pport tools to build climate resilience against 
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