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DESCRIPTION 
The GIUH is a consolidated group of researchers 
with extensive expertise in collective health, social 
determinants of health, and environmental health/
urban planning/housing. It has a long research 
itinerary through national and international groups. 
The group’s main objectives are to deepen the 
knowledge of health and the determinants of 
health in urban areas, as well as to analyse their 
unequal distribution in population groups. In 
addition, it seeks to assess the impact of policies 
aimed at reducing health inequalities. Thus, 
the group’s activity is located in the social and 
environmental epidemiology field, where it works 
to make visible both inequalities and their causes 
in formulating inequitable policies, looking for 
points of intervention for action.

The group’s main objective is to deepen the 
knowledge and mechanisms involved in health 
determinants in urban areas and their unequal 
distribution in population groups. It also aims to 
evaluate the impact of policies on the population’s 
health and health determinants and the reduction 
of health inequalities.

MAIN LINES OF RESEARCH

• Health effects and its determinants of different 
environmental factors such as air pollution, 
environmental noise, or climate change, as 
well as other characteristics of the urban 
environment. (Font Ribera, Laia; Mari Dell’Olmo, 
Marc).

• The relationship between housing and health, 
such as the mechanisms and mediators 
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between residential insecurity, energy poverty 
and health, and evaluate housing policies, such 
as cooperatives in cession of use. (Borrell Thio, 
Carme; Carrere Balcells, Julio).

• Evaluation of health impacts of urban planning 
policies and other policies aimed at reducing 
air pollution and environmental noise (e.g. 
Eixos Verds, Protegim les escoles), including 
road safety, as well as policies for mitigating 
and adapting to climate change (e.g. climate 
shelters). (Pérez González, Catherine; Gómez 
Gutiérrez, Anna).

• Evaluation of programs to promote equitable 
and healthy relationships on the reduction of 
gender violence and on improving the health 
of children, adolescents and young people in 
schools from an intersectional perspective. 
(Pérez Albarracin, Gloria; Juarez Martínez, 
Olga).

• Relationship between working conditions and 
health, including lack of access to work, job 
insecurity or involuntary reduced working hours 
and time poverty, among other situations. 
This line includes both paid work and unpaid 
domestic and care work. (Cortes Franch, 
Immaculada; Artazcoz Lazcano, Lucía).

• Inequality in the field of prevention (vaccines, 
early detection, etc.) and the promotion of 
health and well-being, and to develop and 
evaluate interventions aimed at preventing and 
mitigating them. (Díez David, Elia; Roel Herranz, 
Elena).

• Evaluation of programmes of community health 
implemented at neighbourhood level (within 
the framework of Barcelona Salut als Barris) 
aimed at reducing social inequalities in health 
and analyse the mechanisms that influence the 
effectiveness of the programmes. (Pasarin Rua, 
Maria Isabel; Daban Aguilar, Ferran). 

• Health effects of determinants to safe, healthy, 
and sustainable eating, and evaluate the results, 
consistency and effectiveness of control and 
surveillance programmes and interventions 
related to food and marketing, production and 
consumption environments. (Rodríguez Sanz, 
Maica; Portaña Tudela, Samuel). 

• There are also some areas that are 
crossectional to all areas such as social 

inequalities in health according to the different 
axes of inequality. It is the line with the longest 
trajectory, with the group having extensive 
experience in the in-depth study of health 
inequalities according to gender, social class, 
territory, age and ethnicity, as well as the effect 
of the intersection between the different axes. 
It highlights the activity in deepening the social 
construction of social class, its measurement 
and its impact on health and health inequalities. 
It includes  also extensive experience in gender 
inequalities in health and their intersection 
with social class. (Borrell Thio, Carme; Artazcoz 
Lazcano, Lucía).

 SCIENTIFIC CHALLENGES   

• Understanding and addressing health 
inequalities. The persistence of health 
inequalities based on various socio-
demographic factors presents a scientific 
challenge. Effective interventions hinge upon a 
comprehensive understanding of the intricate 
interplay between social determinants of health 
and health outcomes.

• Harnessing digitalisation, data accessibility, and 
big data analytics. The scientific community 
faces the challenge of leveraging digitalisation 
and accessing vast datasets for meaningful 
analysis. Overcoming barriers to data 
accessibility and developing sophisticated 
analytical tools are imperative for extracting 
actionable insights from the increasing volume 
of health data.

• Promoting multi-disciplinary collaboration in 
public health research. The complexity of public 
health issues necessitates interdisciplinary 
collaboration to elucidate multifaceted 
challenges. Bridging disciplinary divides and 
fostering collaboration across research groups 
are critical scientific endeavours for addressing 
the intricacies of public health challenges.

• Translating research findings into practical 
solutions. One of the foremost scientific 
challenges in public health research is the 
translation of empirical findings into tangible 
and efective interventions and policies. 
Bridging the gap between research and 
practice demands innovative strategies and 
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robust implementation frameworks to ensure 
the seamless integration of evidence-based 
solutions into real-world settings. 

ACTIVE & AWARDED GRANTS 

• Cortes Franch, Immaculada. Condicions de 
treball i salut de les persones que exerceixen 
treball de cura a Barcelona, i impacte de 
polítiques públiques. 2024 DI 00064. Agència 
de Gestió d’Ajuts Universitaris i de Recerca 
(AGAUR). Duration: 2024-2027. 37.800,00 €

• Díez David, Elia. Efectividad de una 
intervención sobre la reticencia vacunal entre 
las enfermeras pediátricas y los pediatras: Un 
estudio de metodología mixta. PI21/01710. 
-Instituto de Salud Carlos III (ISCIII). Duration: 
2022-2024. 141.570,00 €

• Novoa Pardo, Ana & Pérez González, Catherine. 
INSeguridad residencial e infancia: impacto 
en salud y propuesta de abordajes para la 
ProteccIón y empodeRAmiento de la infancia 
afectada (INSPIRA). PI23/01634. Instituto de 
Salud Carlos III (ISCIII). Duration: 2024-2026. 
140.000,00 €

• Juarez Martínez, Olga & Pérez Albarracin, 
Gloria. Evaluación de una estrategia de 
promoción de relaciones saludables i 
equitativas en el contexto escolar. PI23/01236. 
Instituto de Salud Carlos III (ISCIII). Duration: 
2024-2026. 50.000,00 €

• Puig Barrachina, Vanessa. L-World in Health: 
Filling knowledge gaps and promoting 
competent primary care for Lesbians. CERV 
-2023-EQUAL LGBTIQ. European Comission. 
Duration: 2024-2026. 21.019,00 € (ASPB. 
Participant)

• Rodríguez Sanz, Maica. Transformació digital 
del control oficial de la seguretat alimentària. 
2024 DI 00092. Agència de Gestió d’Ajuts 
Universitaris i de Recerca (AGAUR). Duration: 
2024-2027. 21.600,00 €

DOCTORAL THESES DEFENDED

• Quijal-Zamorano, Marcos. Spatial and 
temporal analysis of temperature and mortality 
associations – exploring new approaches 

to better understand the effects of climate 
change on health. 14/11/2024. Universitat 
Pompeu Fabra. Supervisors: Marí-Dell’Olmo, 
Marc; Ballester Claramunt, Joan. http://hdl.
handle.net/10803/692577

• Vasquez Vera, Maria Constanza. Género, 
vivienda y salud: encuentros con la vivienda 
desde una perspectiva interseccional. 
27/09/2024. Universitat Pompeu 
Fabra. Supervisors: Borrell Thio, Carme; 
Fernández Sánchez, Ana. http://hdl.handle.
net/10803/692293

SCIENTIFIC PRODUCTION

• ABelénda G, Satorra P, Mari M, Tebe C, 
Padulles A, Vergara A, Gudiol C, Pujol 
M, Carratalà J. Short-Term Exposure to 
Ambient Air Pollution and Antimicrobial Use 
for Acute Respiratory Symptoms. JAMA 
Network Open. 2024; 7(9):e2432245. 
DOI:10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2024.32245. 
PMID:39240563. IF:10,500 (Q1/1D). Document 
type: Article.

• Aguayo AD, Millet JP, Álvarez L, Palma 
D, Gómez A, Gallés P, Sabaté S, Álvarez 
G, Rodríguez V, Cornejo T, Rius C. 
<i>Clostridium</i> and <i>Cryptosporidium</
i> outbreak linked to a splash pad. BMC PUBLIC 
HEALTH. 2024; 24(1):1578. DOI:10.1186/
s12889-024-18870-7. PMID:38867266. 
IF:3,500 (Q1/3D). Document type: Article.

• Artazcoz L, Cortès I, Arcas MM, Ollé L, Pérez 
K. Time poverty, health and health-related 
behaviours in a Southern European city: a 
gender issue. JOURNAL OF EPIDEMIOLOGY 
AND COMMUNITY HEALTH. 2024; 
78(5). DOI:10.1136/jech-2023-220750. 
PMID:38331561. IF:4,900 (Q1/1D). Document 
type: Article.

• Bartoll X, Cano GS, Albaladejo MC, Pérez K. 
Household Economic Hardship and Child 
Mental Health: The Mediating Role of Parents’ 
Mental Distress in a Southern European City. 
SOCIAL INDICATORS RESEARCH. 2024; 
175(1). DOI:10.1007/s11205-024-03428-2. 
IF:2,800 (Q1/2D). Document type: Article.
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• Bartoll X, López MJ, Pérez K, Artazcoz L, 
Borrell C. Short-term health effects of an 
urban regeneration programme in deprived 
neighbourhoods of Barcelona. PLoS One. 
2024; 19(4):e0300470. DOI:10.1371/journal.
pone.0300470. PMID:38630702. IF:2,900 
(Q1/3D). Document type: Article.

• Benítez-Cano D, González-Marín P, Gómez-
Gutiérrez A, Marí-Dell’Olmo M, Oliveras L. 
Association of drought conditions and heavy 
rainfalls with the quality of drinking water in 
Barcelona (2010-2022). J Expo Sci Environ 
Epidemiol. 2024; 34(1):175-183. DOI:10.1038/
s41370-023-00611-4. PMID:38030824. 
IF:4,100 (Q1/2D). Document type: Article.

• Bereziartua A, Cabrera A, Subiza M, García G, 
Gómez SD, Ballester F, Estarlich M, Merelles 
A, Esplugues A, Irles MA, Barona C, Mas R, 
Font L, Bartoll X, Pérez K, Oliveras L, Binter 
AC, Daponte A, Mochon LG, Cortés HG, 
Garrido MDSC, Lacasaña M, Cáceres R, Rueda 
M, Saez M, Lertxundi A. Urban environment 
and health: a cross-sectional multiregional 
project based on population health surveys 
in Spain (DAS-EP project) - study protocol. 
BMJ Open. 2024; 14(3):e074252. DOI:10.1136/
bmjopen-2023-074252. PMID:38553060. 
IF:2,400 (Q1/3D). Document type: Article.

• Cela-Bertran X, Peguero G, Serral G, Sánchez-
Ledesma E, Martínez-Hernáez A, Pié-Balaguer 
A. Understanding the relationship between 
gender and mental health in adolescence: 
the Gender Adherence Index (GAI). Eur 
Child Adolesc Psychiatry. 2024; 33(1):229-
240. DOI:10.1007/s00787-023-02150-7. 
PMID:36763181. IF:6,000 (Q1/1D). Document 
type: Article.

• Cole HVS, Vásquez H, Triguero M, Sánchez AF, 
Oliveras L, Carrere J, Aviñó CJ, Mehdipanah R. 
Causes, consequences and health impacts of 
gentrification in the Global North: a conceptual 
framework. Journal of Housing and the Built 
Environment. 2024; 39(2). DOI:10.1007/s10901-
023-10086-2. IF:1,800 (Q2/5D). Document 
type: Article.

• Forcadell L, Pérez V, Guitart E, Sanz B, Vives C, 
López MJ, Juárez O, Pérez G. Evaluation of the 
Let’s Focus! (Posem el Focus) Socioeducational 
Intervention: Promoting Healthy and Equitable 

Relationships in High Schools. JOURNAL OF 
SCHOOL HEALTH. 2024; 94(10). DOI:10.1111/
josh.13498. PMID:39254169. IF:1,800 (Q2/4D). 
Document type: Article.

• Gasull M, Camargo J, Pumarega J, Henríquez 
LA, Campi L, Zumbado M, Contreras M, 
Oliveras L, González P, Luzardo OP, Gómez 
A, Alguacil J, Porta M. Blood concentrations 
of metals, essential trace elements, rare earth 
elements and other chemicals in the general 
adult population of Barcelona: Distribution 
and associated sociodemographic factors. 
SCIENCE OF THE TOTAL ENVIRONMENT. 
2024; 909:168502. DOI:10.1016/j.
scitotenv.2023.168502. PMID:37977377. 
IF:8,200 (Q1/1D). Document type: Article.

• Grau E, Rodríguez M, Suppi R, Serratosa 
J, Lundén J, Bolao A, Cedano D, Portaña 
S. Effectiveness of official food safety 
control in Barcelona city: Digital and 
traditional inspections. FOOD CONTROL. 
2024; 165:110655. DOI:10.1016/j.
foodcont.2024.110655. IF:5,600 (Q1/2D). 
Document type: Article.

• Grau-Noguer, E., Serratosa, J., Rodríguez-
Sanz, M., Suppi, R., Bolao, A., Bertomeu, N., 
Rodellar, S., Jacas, E. & Portaña, S. Official 
Food Safety Control Organization and 
Enforcement in Barcelona City. Nutri Food 
Sci Int J. 2024; 12(5): 555850. DOI:10.19080/
NFSIJ.2024.12.555850. Document type: 
Article.

• Larrea S, Palencia L, Borrell C. Medical abortion 
provision and quality of care: What can be 
learned from feminist activists?. Health Care 
for Women International. 2024; 45(1). DOI:10.1
080/07399332.2021.1969573. PMID:34652257. 
IF:1,200 (Q2/5D). Document type: Article.

• López C, López MJ, Pérez K, Sánchez E, Serral 
G. Changes in social inequalities in excess 
body weight and body dissatisfaction among 
adolescents in Barcelona, Spain, 2016-2021. 
PUBLIC HEALTH. 2024; 236DOI:10.1016/j.
puhe.2024.07.012. PMID:39154587. IF:3,900 
(Q1/2D). Document type: Article.

• López I, Perramon A, Soriano A, Prats C, 
Duarte T, Raventós B, Roel E. Socioeconomic 
inequalities in COVID-19 infection and vaccine 
uptake among children and adolescents 
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in Catalonia, Spain: a population-based 
cohort study. Frontiers in Pediatrics. 2024; 
12:1466884. DOI:10.3389/fped.2024.1466884. 
PMID:39633820. IF:2,100 (Q2/4D). Document 
type: Article.

• Mangot L, Bartoll X, Sánchez E, Cortes 
M, Liefbroer AC, Pérez K. Emerging 
socioeconomic correlates of loneliness. 
Evidence from the Barcelona Health 
Survey 2021. SOCIAL PSYCHIATRY AND 
PSYCHIATRIC EPIDEMIOLOGY. 2024; 
DOI:10.1007/s00127-024-02789-w. 
PMID:39556241. IF:3,600 (Q1/3D). Document 
type: Article.

• Nieuwenhuijsen M, de Nazelle A, Pradas MC, 
Daher C, Dzhambov AM, Echave C, Gössling 
S, Iungman T, Khreis H, Kirby N, Khomenko 
S, Leth U, Lorenz F, Matkovic V, Müller J, 
Palència L, Barboza EP, Pérez K, Tatah L, 
Tiran J, Tonne C, Mueller N. The Superblock 
model: A review of an innovative urban model 
for sustainability, liveability, health and well-
being. ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH. 2024; 
251:118550. DOI:10.1016/j.envres.2024.118550. 
PMID:38432569. IF:7,700 (Q1/1D). Document 
type: Review.

• Olivella M, Pérez G, Rodríguez M, Forcadell 
L, Cejas PM, Pasarin MI. Socioeconomic 
inequalities in the incidence of COVID-19 
in Barcelona students. Public Health In 
Practice. 2024; 8:100527. DOI:10.1016/j.
puhip.2024.100527. PMID:39035750. 
Document type: Article.

• Ollé L, Vargas H, Mèlich LT, Serra MJ, Arcas 
MM, Cortès I. Application of a new municipal 
management model of home care service 
in Barcelona: Assessment of workers’ 
labour conditions, health, and well-being. 
WORK-A Journal of Prevention Assessment & 
Rehabilitation. 2024; 79(4). DOI:10.3233/WOR-
230668. PMID:38995754. IF:1,700 (Q3/7D). 
Document type: Article.

• Pasarín MI, Rodríguez M, Berra S, Borrell 
C, Rocha KB. A Decade of Monitoring 
Primary Healthcare Experiences through 
the Lens of Inequality. Healthcare. 2024; 
12(18):1833. DOI:10.3390/healthcare12181833. 
PMID:39337174. IF:2,400 (Q2/5D). Document 
type: Article.

• Pérez G, Forcadell L, Reyes A, Pérez C, 
Bartoll X, Borrell C. Housing conditions and 
COVID-19 in Barcelona: do they change 
by gender?. BMC PUBLIC HEALTH. 2024; 
24(1):3175. DOI:10.1186/s12889-024-20540-7. 
PMID:39543516. IF:3,500 (Q1/3D). Document 
type: Article.

• Porthé V, Fernández A, Barbieri N, Vázquez N, 
González I, Bastida A, Pasarin MI. Community 
health action and COVID-19 in Barcelona 
neighbourhoods: responses and challenges. 
HEALTH PROMOTION INTERNATIONAL. 2024; 
39(4):daae076. DOI:10.1093/heapro/daae076. 
PMID:38980688. IF:2,300 (Q2/5D). Document 
type: Article.

• Quijal M, Martínez MA, Ballester J, Mari 
M. Spatial Bayesian distributed lag non-
linear models (SB-DLNM) for small-area 
exposure-lag-response epidemiological 
modelling. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL 
OF EPIDEMIOLOGY. 2024; 53(3):dyae061. 
DOI:10.1093/ije/dyae061. PMID:38641428. 
IF:6,400 (Q1/1D). Document type: Article.

• Quijal M, Petrova D, Martínez E, Herrmann 
FR, Rodó X, Robine JM, Mari M, Achebak H, 
Ballester J. Forecast skill assessment of an 
operational continental heat-cold-health 
forecasting system: New avenues for health 
early warning systems. Science Advances. 
2024; 10(46):eado5286. DOI:10.1126/sciadv.
ado5286. PMID:39536112. IF:11,700 (Q1/1D). 
Document type: Article.

• Reyes A, Munell I, Borrell C, Correia JP, 
Fernández A, Vásquez C, Pérez K, Carrere J, 
Davi L, Novoa AM. Cooperative housing under 
a grant-of-use in Catalonia and health: pre-
post analysis. BMC PUBLIC HEALTH. 2024; 
24(1):1835. DOI:10.1186/s12889-024-19214-1. 
PMID:38982448. IF:3,500 (Q1/3D). Document 
type: Article.

• Saavedra B, Nguenha D, de la Torre-Pérez 
L, Mambuque E, Tembe G, Oliveras L, Rudd 
M, Philimone P, José B, García JI, Gomes N, 
Munguambe S, Chiconela H, Nhanommbe M, 
Izco S, Acacio S, García-Basteiro AL. Improving 
tuberculosis case detection through contact 
risk stratification by Xpert MTB/RIF Ultra and 
spatial parameters: Evaluation of an innovative 
active case finding strategy in Mozambique 
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(Xpatial-TB). PLOS Glob Public Health. 
2024; 4(2):e0002789. DOI:10.1371/journal.
Pgph.0002789. PMID:38335231. Document 
type: Article.

• Sanz M, Continente X, Brugueras S, Marí M, 
Oliveras L, López MJ. Evaluating the effect of 
passive cooling strategies in school buildings 
on children’s well-being in Barcelona: A 
quasi-experimental, mixed methods study. 
SCIENCE OF THE TOTAL ENVIRONMENT. 
2024; 949:175104. DOI:10.1016/j.
scitotenv.2024.175104. PMID:39079644. 
IF:8,200 (Q1/1D). Document type: Article.

• Sanz M, Ubalde M, Borràs S, Brugueras S, 
Continente X, Daher C, Marí M, López MJ. 
Adapting Schools to Climate Change with 
Green, Blue, and Grey Measures in Barcelona: 
Study Protocol of a Mixed-Method Evaluation. 
JOURNAL OF URBAN HEALTH-BULLETIN OF 
THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 
2024; 101(1). DOI:10.1007/s11524-023-
00814-y. PMID:38236429. IF:4,300 (Q1/2D). 
Document type: Article.

• Sönmez I, Espelt A, Majó X, Bartroli M, Meroño 
M, González V, Gotsens M, Garrido A, Colom J, 
Casabona J, Folch C. Trends in the prevalence 
of HIV, HCV, and co-infection and associated 
factors among young people who inject drugs 
(PWID) in Catalonia (2008-2019). Vulnerable 
Children And Youth Studies. 2024; 19(4). DOI:
10.1080/17450128.2024.2390593. Document 
type: Article.

• Velandia DF, Rodríguez EA, Albaina AG, Clotas 
C, Checa MB, Rua M, Gotsens M. “I drink 
less and that’s no small matter”: a qualitative 
descriptive study of a managed alcohol 
program evaluation in Barcelona. AMERICAN 
JOURNAL OF DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE. 
2024; 50(6). DOI:10.1080/00952990.2024.2
404242. PMID:39374264. IF:2,700 (Q2/3D). 
Document type: Article.

• Vergara C, Marí M, Oliveras L, Martínez 
MA. Taking advantage of sampling 
designs in spatial small-area survey 
studies. STATISTICAL MODELLING. 2024; 
DOI:10.1177/1471082X231226287. IF:1,200 
(Q2/5D). Document type: Article.

• Zijlema W, Cerin E, Cirach M, Bartoll X, Borrell 
C, Dadvand P, Nieuwenhuijsen MJ. Cities 
and mental health: The role of the built 
environment, and environmental and lifestyle 
factors in Barcelona. ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLLUTION. 2024; 346:123559. DOI:10.1016/j.
envpol.2024.123559. PMID:38382733. IF:7,600 
(Q1/2D). Document type: Article.
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